
HANDBILL DISTRIBUTOR’S LICENSE APPLICATION 
 

* See Section 10-2 of the City of Midland’s Code of Ordinances for definition.    

City Hall  333 West Ellsworth Street  Midland, Michigan 48640-5132  989.837.3300  989.835.2717 Fax 

FORM UPDATED: 
03/29/2021  

DATE: ____________________ 

TO THE CITY CLERK: 

This application is being made because the applicant is (check either phrase 1, 2, or 3): 

1. A person engaged in the business of publishing and distributing handbills.* 

(any person engaging or engaged in the business for hire or gain of publishing and distributing 

commercial and noncommercial handbills, other than newspapers distributed to subscribers) 

2. A person engaged in the business of distributing handbills.* 

(any person engaging or engaged in the business for hire or gain of distributing commercial or 

noncommercial handbills other than newspapers to subscribers) 

3. A person, firm, organization, association, or business distributing handbills.*   

(any person receiving compensation directly or indirectly for the distribution of such handbills) 

APPLICANT BUSINESS INFORMATION  

NAME:   ______________________________________________ 

LOCATION:  ______________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS: ______________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________ 

LOCAL OFFICE:  ______________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER: ______________________________________________ 

Briefly describe the nature of the business (type of organization, ownership, date of organization, 

activities).  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

(Principal location) 

(If same as above, write 

“SAME”) 

 

(If same as above, write 

“SAME”) 



HANDBILL DISTRIBUTOR’S LICENSE APPLICATION 
 

* See Section 10-2 of the City of Midland’s Code of Ordinances for definition.    

City Hall  333 West Ellsworth Street  Midland, Michigan 48640-5132  989.837.3300  989.835.2717 Fax 

FORM UPDATED: 
03/29/2021  

CONTACT OWNER/AGENT/EMPLOYEE INFORMATION 

NAME: ___________________________________ PHONE: ______________________________ 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________ 

I hereby request a Handbill Distributor’s License of the type and term indicated. I acknowledge that I 

have received a summary copy of the City of Midland’s Ordinance requirements on handbill distribution. 

I have included a copy of the Handbill(s) to be distributed which complies with City of Midland Code of 

Ordinances.  

SIGNATURE:  _______________________________ 

TITLE:   _______________________________  

LENGTH OF LICENSE DESIRED (CHECK ONE): 

 One (1) year    $25.00 

 Three (3) months  $10.00 

 One (1) week   $5.00 

DISTRIBUTION AGENT(S) AND/OR EMPLOYEE(S): (Requires a $1.00 per person license fee) 

1) NAME: ____________________________________ PHONE: __________________________ 

 ADDRESS:  _______________________________________________ DATE:  ______________ 

2) NAME: ____________________________________ PHONE: __________________________ 

 ADDRESS:  _______________________________________________ DATE:  ______________ 

3) NAME: ____________________________________ PHONE: __________________________ 

 ADDRESS:  _______________________________________________ DATE:  ______________ 

4) NAME: ____________________________________ PHONE: __________________________ 

 ADDRESS:  _______________________________________________ DATE:  ______________ 

5) NAME: ____________________________________ PHONE: __________________________ 

 ADDRESS:  _______________________________________________ DATE:  ______________ 

6) NAME: ____________________________________ PHONE: __________________________ 

 ADDRESS:  _______________________________________________ DATE:  ______________ 

7) NAME: ____________________________________ PHONE: __________________________ 

 ADDRESS:  _______________________________________________ DATE:  ______________ 



HANDBILL DISTRIBUTOR’S LICENSE APPLICATION 
 

* See Section 10-2 of the City of Midland’s Code of Ordinances for definition.    

City Hall  333 West Ellsworth Street  Midland, Michigan 48640-5132  989.837.3300  989.835.2717 Fax 

FORM UPDATED: 
03/29/2021  

HANDBILL DISTRIBUTOR ORDINANCE SUMMARY 
This is a summary of official regulations within the City of Midland.  See Chapter 10 of the Midland Code 
of Ordinances for exact provisions.  Available at the City Clerk’s Office,  
333 W. Ellsworth St. 

A. If distributed door to door, handbills must be either handed directly to a person or placed so 

wind does not blow them away. (10-23 of City Code) 

 Handbills cannot be left at any vacant building or property. (10-22 of City Code) 

 Mailboxes can only be used for mail carried by the Post Office. (10-23 of City Code) 

 No handbills can be distributed to property where any person there has said not to 

distribute handbills (or similar words) (10-23 of City Code) 

 No handbills can be distributed on private property which has a sign indicating “private” 

or prohibiting “trespassing”, “peddlers”, “solicitors”, “handbills” or similar notice. (10-24 

of City Code) 

B. Non-commercial handbills may be handed to people on public sidewalks or to persons in 

vehicles who are willing to take it.  “Commercial” handbills cannot be distributed in any manner 

on public sidewalks, streets, parks, public buildings and grounds and similar places. (10-20 and 

10-21 of City Code) 

 NOTE:  A “commercial” handbill is anything which 

o advertises the sale of items, or 

o promotes any business, or 

o promotes any private profit making event, or 

o is itself sold for private gain. (10-2 of City Code) 

 A newspaper defined by federal statute or regulation and Distributed four times a year 

or more to paying subscribers is not a handbill.  (10-2 of City Code) 

 Handbills cannot be left on or in sidewalks, streets, parks, public buildings and grounds 

and similar places. (10-20 of City Code) 

 Handbills cannot be distributed on or in any empty car, truck or other vehicle. (10-21 of 

City Code) 

C. There are penalties for failure to follow these rules. (1-11, 10-25 and 10-27 of City Code) 

FROM THE CITY OF MIDLAND CODE OF ORDINANCES: 

Section 10-26.  Name and address of Distributor of Handbills. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to distribute, deposit, scatter, hand out or circulate any commercial 

handbill in any place, under any circumstances, which does not have printed on the cover, front or back, 

or on the first sheet if without cover, thereof, the name and address of the following: 

A. The person who printed, wrote, compiled or manufactured the same 

B. The person who caused the same to be distributed 

C. Any local agent of the person who printed, wrote, compiled or manufactured same, or any 

local agent of the person who caused the same to be distributed if that person resides or 

has its principle place of business outside the County of Midland 
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